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The commander ordered the Chief Priests and the Council to assemble and he brought Paul before them in the chair of a person being brought before them to explain his actions.  He certainly did not expect what followed!  
Acts 23:1 “And Paul, looking intently at the Council, said, "Brethren, I have lived my life with a perfectly good conscience before God up to this day."

Acts 23:2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those standing beside him to strike him on the mouth.

Acts 23:3 Then Paul said to him, "God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! And do you sit to try me according to the Law, and in violation of the Law order me to be struck?"

Acts 23:4 But the bystanders said, "Do you revile God's high priest?"

Acts 23:5 And Paul said, "I was not aware, brethren, that he was high priest; for it is written, 'You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.'"
Paul begins by stating that his conscience is clear before God on all of his actions.  He is telling them that God approves of all that he has done and this then would be an insult to the members present who thought of themselves as not only keepers of God’s law but also the enforcers of this law.  Although not clear here, he is also saying that his works against Jesus has been forgiven by His Lord and that after his conversion he has been doing the will of His Lord in all of his works.  In revealing his hard heart, the high priest commanded that Paul be struck in the mouth.  Paul then reacted according to his right since he has not been found guilty of anything so far.  People are divided on the interpretation of Paul’s statement that he did not know that Ananias was the high priest.  Paul revealed that he was very much aware of the rules of conduct of the Jew for if he had known that Ananias was the high priest he would have shown him respect.  Some people think that Paul really did not know that Ananias was the high priest but I find that hard to believe for Paul had been in contact with the Jewish establishment for some time and it seems that he should have know the identity of the high priest.  Also such a person usually wore garments identifying himself as “the man”.  It seems to me that Paul was being sarcastic and also saying that Ananias certainly was not acting like a high priest in this event.
Acts 23:6 But perceiving that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul began crying out in the Council, "Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; I am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!"

Acts 23:7 And as he said this, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and Sadducees; and the assembly was divided.

Acts 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor an angel, nor a spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.

Acts 23:9 And there arose a great uproar; and some of the scribes of the Pharisaic party stood up and began to argue heatedly, saying, "We find nothing wrong with this man; suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?"

Acts 23:10 And as a great dissension was developing, the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them and ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force, and bring him into the barracks.
Paul now shows his great insight into people and his wisdom in turning a conversation.  He struck them a body blow that divided the groups.  It is easy to remember that the Sadducees were the group that did not believe in a resurrection or in angels or in a spirit for such an attitude made them “sad, you see”.  Paul brought up one of the main issues that divided these two groups in their basic beliefs.  Paul stated that he was on the side of the Pharisees and by that act he placed himself in with a group rather than as having all of them against him.  The Pharisee even stated that perhaps an angel or a spirit had spoken to Paul.  Such statements even more made Paul become part of the group rather than alone.  The commotion became so loud that the commander had the troops take Paul away and bring him into the barracks.  
Acts 23:11 “But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said, "Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also."

Acts 23:12 And when it was day, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed Paul.

Acts 23:13 And there were more than forty who formed this plot.

Acts 23:14 And they came to the chief priests and the elders, and said, "We have bound ourselves under a solemn oath to taste nothing until we have killed Paul.

Acts 23:15 "Now, therefore, you and the Council notify the commander to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case by a more thorough investigation; and we for our part are ready to slay him before he comes near the place."

Acts 23:16 But the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, and he came and entered the barracks and told Paul.

Here Luke tells us that the Lord appeared to Paul to give him courage.  He told Paul that he would now have to witness to people in Rome as well as in Jerusalem.  Now we see a group of Jews acting like typical terrorists.  They acted in secret and bound themselves to an oath.  There were about forty of these people who made the oath saying that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed Paul.  This would have been intended to be a short range oath for one can do without food for about three weeks but without water for only three days.  Perhaps they could modify their oath later and say that they intended the drinking to mean wine and not water.  They then initiated their plan by asking for the Council to have Paul brought to them for a more thorough investigation.  Probably the commander would have conceded to this request if Paul’s nephew had not interceded.  

We hear very little about Paul’s family.  His father had to have been a Jew and a Roman citizen and his level of education indicates that he came from a wealthy family.  Today if an orthodox Jew’s son becomes a Christian, he will be disowned so that is probably what happened to Paul.  He had to literally sacrifice his family ties to serve the Lord Jesus Christ and that is much more of a sacrifice than most of us had to make.  I was raised in a Methodist church where my grandmother was a charter member.  My grandfather was a member of a local Baptist church and he walked to church every Sunday while the rest of us rode to the Methodist church.  A few years after becoming a Christian my wife, my son, and I joined a Baptist church and that change caused a bit of an uproar but no disowning!  After my mom and dad died we joined a Reformed Presbyterian church without much turmoil in the family that was left.  But Paul’s conversion must have left him without a family to support him.  However it does seem that his nephew had followed his career and probably had come to Jerusalem to study Jewish theology as had his uncle.  He would have known the history of his uncle and he must have really cared about Paul because he came to warn him of the ambush.  This is a touching scene even though we have little information about it.  
Acts 23:17 And Paul called one of the centurions to him and said, "Lead this young man to the commander, for he has something to report to him."
Paul referring to his nephew as “this young man” is a tender terminology indicating mutual respect and concern between the two people.  The nephew must also have had an air of success that would make the commander listen to him and respect what he had to say.  
Acts 23:18 So he took him and led him to the commander and said, "Paul the prisoner called me to him and asked me to lead this young man to you since he has something to tell you."

Acts 23:19 And the commander took him by the hand and stepping aside, began to inquire of him privately, "What is it that you have to report to me?"

Acts 23:20 And he said, "The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down tomorrow to the Council, as though they were going to inquire somewhat more thoroughly about him.

Acts 23:21 "So do not listen to them, for more than forty of them are lying in wait for him who have bound themselves under a curse not to eat or drink until they slay him; and now they are ready and waiting for the promise from you."
The young man must have impressed the commander for he did listen to him and even took him by the hand to lead him aside so that they could talk privately.  The nephew reported the death plan to the commander saying that a group of more than forty men had bound themselves under a curse not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul.
Acts 23:22 Therefore the commander let the young man go, instructing him, "Tell no one that you have notified me of these things."

Acts 23:23 And he called to him two of the centurions, and said, "Get two hundred soldiers ready by the third hour of the night to proceed to Caesarea, with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen."”

Acts 23:24 They were also to provide mounts to put Paul on and bring him safely to Felix the governor.”
The commander believed the young man and told him not to tell anyone that he had told the commander these things.  If anyone found out that the nephew had thwarted the death plan he could also find himself with a contract on his head.  The commander then made significant plans to protect Paul from this death threat.  He brought together 470 men and horses for Paul and others so that they could take him safely to Felix.  
Acts 23:25 And he wrote a letter having this form:
Acts 23:26 “Claudius Lysias, to the most excellent governor Felix, greetings.

Acts 23:27 "When this man was arrested by the Jews and was about to be slain by them, I came upon them with the troops and rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman.

Acts 23:28 "And wanting to ascertain the charge for which they were accusing him, I brought him down to their Council;

Acts 23:29 and I found him to be accused over questions about their Law, but under no accusation deserving death or imprisonment.

Acts 23:30 "And when I was informed that there would be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, also instructing his accusers to bring charges against him before you."”

The commander wrote a letter that included some of the details of what had happened but excluded some of his actions for he could have found himself in deep trouble if it were found out that he had bound a Roman citizen without a fair trial.  He also reported that he did not find Paul guilty of any act that deserved death or imprisonment.  
Acts 23:31 “So the soldiers, in accordance with their orders, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris.

Acts 23:32 But the next day, leaving the horsemen to go on with him, they returned to the barracks.

Acts 23:33 And when these had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him.

Acts 23:34 And when he had read it, he asked from what province he was; and when he learned that he was from Cilicia,

Acts 23:35 he said, "I will give you a hearing after your accusers arrive also," giving orders for him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium.”

The commander’s plan worked perfectly as Paul did arrive safely.  The entire group brought him to Antipatris and then the horsemen took him on to Caesarea and presented him to Felix.  
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